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After a vibrant and active life of 103 years, Adeline (Jelmini) Bucholtz passed
away on July 19, 2025 while visiting her daughter and son-in-law, Betty and
Bill Farris, in Dayton, Nevada.

Adeline was born on November 30, 1921 with her twin sister, Angeline, in Big
Pine, California. She was one of five children born to Italian immigrants, John
and Margie (Prunotto) Jelmini. John had earned his U.S. citizenship through
his service as an interpreter in the U.S. Army during WWI.

For a time, the family lived in Ballico, California. Adeline attended and
graduated from Livingston High School where she met the love of her life,
William (Bill) Bucholtz. On January 25, 1941, they took the train from Stockton
to Reno, Nevada where they were married in the courthouse. They had a son,
Rodney, in 1943 and daughter, Betty, in 1946. In the mid 1950’s, she and Bill
opened Bucholtz Meats in Hilmar, California where they did custom butchering
for local farmers. They started out in the garage and the little breezeway that
connected it to the house. Bill cut the meat and Adeline wrapped it all by hand
in the old “drug store” wrapping of white butcher paper — and she was FAST.
Eventually they expanded the building and included retail meat sales. They



sold the business to their son and daughter-in-law, Rod and Charis (Johnson)
Bucholtz, in 19609.

They then purchased 20 acres on Geer Road in Hilmar and Bill started raising
cattle. It was his dream to have cattle, and of course, his right-hand man was
Adeline. They celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary just before Bill
passed away in 2003.

Adeline continued to live in their home on the ranch for the remainder of her
life. She was very independent; living alone, managing her own affairs,
cooking, canning, and making olives. She renewed her driver’s license in
November of 2024 for five years. Up until two weeks before her passing, she
drove to her weekly hair appointments in Hilmar where she enjoyed visiting
with others for hours at a time. She was not your typical 103 year old! Adeline
always saw the best in everyone, did whatever needed to be done, and did it
with a smile. Her positive attitude was with her all her life.

Through her 73 some years living in Hilmar, she became known as “Grandma’”
to a large number of people in the community. She loved to attend all of the
sporting events for her grandchildren and great grandchildren. She had the
honor of serving as the Grand Marshal in the Hilmar Homecoming Parade in
2022 and was recognized this past April by the Merced County Old Timers
Association.

She was preceded in death by husband, Bill, and grandson, William “Billy”
Bucholtz. She is survived by her son Rodney (Mary) and daughter Betty (Bill)
Farris, Grandchildren Michelle (Alan) Peterson, Chris (Suzanne) Farris, Doug
(Valerie) Farris, Susan (Emanuel) Azevedo, and Tom Farris; and her Great
Grandchildren, Benjamin, Sydney and Olivia Peterson, Carter, Aidan and
Hudson Azevedo, Artemisia Farris, and Calvin and Kylee Farris.



Services and burial will be held Thursday, August 7, 2025 at 10:00 AM at
Turlock Memorial Park & Funeral Home, 425 N. Soderquist Rd., Turlock,
California. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made either
to the Bucholtz Family Scholarship—awarded annually since 1988 to a Hilmar
High School graduate—or to a charity of your choice. Scholarship donations
may be mailed to Farmers & Merchants Bank, 19925 W. 1st Street, Hilmar,
CA 95324.



Cemetery Details

Turlock Memorial Park

575 N. Soderquist Rd.
Turlock, CA 95380

(209) 632-9111
http://turlockmemorialpark.com

Previous Events

Funeral Service

AUG 7. 10:00 AM (PT)

Turlock Funeral Home

425 North Soderquist Road
Turlock, CA 95381

(209) 632-9111
https://turlockfuneralhome.com

Interment following Funeral Service

AUG 7. 11:00 AM (PT)

Turlock Memorial Park
575 N Soderquist Rd
Turlock, CA 95380-3749
(209) 632-9111


http://turlockmemorialpark.com/
https://turlockfuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

Adeline was truly my Second Mom. She always treating me like a
daughter. | loved her deeply. So that makes Betty my beloved
sister!! She was right there with me when my Mom took her last
breath. She always took flowers to the cemetery for her. She
NEVER missed mine & my families birthdays. | know she is in a
better place. Now with my Sam & my Scott watching over us. Love
you to the moon & back my sweet Adeline...

Claudia Buntyn - August 07, 2025 at 11:54 AM

| was always very happy to see Adaline when she would come in to
have her car smog or serviced. She’s going to be missed. That’s for
sure she would come in and bring me tomatoes or squash from her
garden. A few months ago | had started making cheesecakes and |
had a piece of cheesecake For her to try. She took it home with her
and called me the next day and told me that that was the best
cheesecake that she had ever had she would sit and tell me stories
while her car was getting worked on or | would take her home where
she would proceed to give me whatever vegetables or fruit that she
had been growing in her garden when she was in the office not too
long ago | asked her how she stayed looking so young and she told
me she just didn’t let things bother her and | have been waiting for
her to come back in to ask her how she was able to do that because
| haven’t been able to master that maybe maybe it’s something that
you learn in life as you get older, | don’t know. Thank you for sharing
your mother, grandmother, great grandmother with all of us. She
was a special lady. May she rest in peace

Laura Gray - August 07, 2025 at 12:13 AM



I don't really have many memories before knowing Grandma B.
Likely met her when | was 5 or 6, and she quickly became a
surrogate Grandma to me for all these years. Just last year, she
wrote the most amazing note to my youngest son for his high school
graduation, telling him all about me as a child. | will love, honor and
miss Adeline always. 103 years just didn't seem to be enough, but |
am blessed to had her in my life. Thank you for sharing your
Grandma with me!! Jennifer King

Jennifer King - August 05, 2025 at 03:15 PM

Adeline was a dear friend to so many of us of all ages and stages of
life. We are grateful for being able to celebrate so many wonderful
birthdays with her. And, she always remembered to send a birthday
card to us. The Buckholtz Family was part of the "Weir Avenue
Neighborhood" who became life-long friends.

Sunne (Wright) and John McPeak

Sunne Wright McPeak - August 03, 2025 at 01:37 PM



