Irene Frances Bohlender-
Collins VMD

February 6, 1922 - August 10, 2017

Irene Bohlender-Collins was passed away on August 10, 2017 in Turlock, CA.
She was 95 years old.

Born on February 6, 1922 to Albert Pauls and Frances Guglieri, her early
years were riddled with adversity. Her parents separated when she was only 3
and she lived with different relatives in both California and Idaho. At the age of
10, her father died and again she was moved from family to family. She
always stayed close with her two brothers, however. Despite these difficulties,
she became a radio operator, a photographer at Bimbo’s 365 Club in SF, and
a student at UC Berkeley. During WWII, she enlisted in the Women’s Army
Corps, serving at Dugway Airbase in Utah. Upon discharge, she married DR.
[.N. Bohlender. In 1947, they moved to Turlock where he started his practice,
Veterinary Medical Center and together they started a family, adopting Brent,
Jon, and Diane.

Irene’s desire to learn never ceased; she went on to continue her education,
taking pre-veterinarian science classes at MJC and then transferring to UC
Davis. In 1965 she receive her Doctorate in Veterinary Science and began
practicing alongside her husband, taking on the small animal responsibilities.
Upon |.N.’s death, Irene sold the large animal hospital and opened a smaller
animal clinic on Crane Ave. in Turlock. In 1947, she married Dr. James Collins
and moved into a ranch south of Turlock. In the late 80’s, she sold the Crane
practice to Dr. Santos. Irene’s desire to continue being a practicing
veterinarian never wavered. She opened Dr. Irene’s Mobile Clinic, traveling



and caring for people’s animals in the comfort of their own home when they
couldn’t get to a hospital. She continued her practice until reaching the age of
90.

Irene was honored by the Stanislaus County Commission for Women and
designated a “Stanislaus County Pioneer Woman.” Never one to seek
recognition, when she was given her award and asked to say a few words,
she kept her speech simple. She thanked everyone for the award and
concluded with, “I only speak to animals.”

Irene enjoyed spending time with her Tuesday night card group and her
Turlock Golf and Country Club women’s group, which she was an honorary
member of. She valued education and believed strongly in never giving up,
having struggled early in her life through some very difficult times. She always
believed that “God is faithful.” She was a survivor; a strong, independent,
opinioned, concerned, caring, and most of all, generous women whose
strength in life will live on in all who had the honor of knowing her.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Frances Guliari and Albert Pauls;
her husbands, Dr. I.N. Bohlender, DVM (1947—-1973) and Dr. James Collins,
MD (1974-2007); her son, Jon Bohlender; and her two brothers, Vernon and
Bob Pauls.

She is survived by her children, Brent (Julie) Bohlender of Turlock and Diane
Thomas of Modesto; her step-children, James (Lelani) Collins of Sacramento,
Denis (Barbara) Collins of Henderson, NV, Nora (Kennard) Kobrin of
Barrington, R.l., Suzan (Katherine) Collins of Patterson, and Tim Collins;
along with numerous grandchildren, great-grandchildren and nieces.

A visitation will be held from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., followed by the rosary at 6 p.m.
on Thursday, August 17th. A Funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. on Friday,
August 18th with a reception following from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. All services will
be held at Turlock Funeral Home, 425 N. Soderquist Rd., Turlock.

The family would like to thank Covenant Village and all those who treated her
with kindness and respect. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to your
favorite charity in her name.






Cemetery Details

Turlock Memorial Park

575 N. Soderquist Rd.
Turlock, CA 95380

(209) 632-9111
http://turlockmemorialpark.com

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 17. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (PT)

Turlock Funeral Home

425 North Soderquist Road
Turlock, CA 95381

(209) 632-9111
https://turlockfuneralhome.com

Recitation of the Rosary

AUG 17. 6:00 PM (PT)

Turlock Funeral Home

425 North Soderquist Road
Turlock, CA 95381

(209) 632-9111
https://turlockfuneralhome.com


http://turlockmemorialpark.com/
https://turlockfuneralhome.com/
https://turlockfuneralhome.com/

Funeral Service

AUG 18. 10:00 AM (PT)

Turlock Funeral Home

425 North Soderquist Road
Turlock, CA 95381

(209) 632-9111
https://turlockfuneralhome.com


https://turlockfuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

Irene Frances Bohlender-Collins VMD

January 28, 2023 at 09:01 AM

I'm fairly certain that she knew that we were using her barn on
Paulson Road as a clubhouse during our high school years, but she
never said anything or let on that she knew. She wasn't like other
parents in the 1960's in that regard, and we thought that "Brent's
Mom" was pretty cool.

Brad Bates - August 18, 2017 at 11:06 AM

I will always such fond memories of Dr. Irene, such a lovely lady. |
guess you could say | wouldn't be here if it weren't for she and
Dr.I.N. My mother worked at the veterinary clinic and my dad had a
large herd of Holsteins on his dairy. They met in the office, actually |
think | remember that Irene set them up. Anyway, | loved the stories
my mother would tell of going with Irene to the Claremont Hotel for
Walter Brown's wedding and having to put up with a drunk Tallulah
Bankhead and quite a few other escapades. Irene was always
friendly and fun to talk to. | remember that she was still playing the
Country Club course with Esther Noda Toyota just a few years ago.
She will definitely be missed in this community.

Diane McMurphy Miles - August 18, 2017 at 12:04 AM
Irene used to come in to Orchard Supply with a big smile and
always so pleasant! She will be missed. Condolences to her family.

Joyce Trujillo - August 16, 2017 at 08:24 AM



