
LeRoy Catania
August 20, 1941 - March 15, 2024

Nino LeRoy Catania was called to be the lead baritone horn for Lord’s
heavenly concert and marching band on March 15, 2024 at the age of 82.
Other than the love he had for his beloved wife, Dolores, music was his
lifelong passion and love. Music made him happy and he loved sharing his
happiness with others through his musical talents. 

LeRoy was born in Eureka, CA on August 20, 1941 to Nino and Mary Catania.
At a young age, his parents gave him lessons on the accordion. According to
his parents, every Italian boy should know how to play, even though he was
half Italian and half Portuguese. He played music in an accordion band and
played solos at the California State Fair with the old Turlock Junior Band.
LeRoy played numerous times with the old timers at the Portuguese Festas,
playing the Fado and Chamarita. 

In his youth, he attended Mountain View grammar school. During this time, his
musical talents consisted of playing the trumpet and the baritone horn, both
which he played in the school band. He also enjoyed playing sports in
grammar school. LeRoy started attending Turlock High School. In high school,
his classes included business courses and music courses. He excelled with
the baritone horn, winning the Music Educators Associate State
Championship in his junior and senior year. 

 



In 1960, LeRoy graduated from Turlock High School and started to attend
Modesto Junior College where his love for music followed him. While at MJC,
he was the student instructor for the MJC pep band. In 1963, he graduated
from MJC and started attending classes at Cal State Stanislaus where his
classes would be held at the Stanislaus County Fair Grounds. He would
reminisce about his time at Cal State Stan. He used to say that one of his
classes was in the large exhibit on the far west of the fairgrounds. While he
was in class, a turkey show was being held and he could hear “lots of
gobbling.” Because of this, Cal State Stanislaus earned its nickname of
“Turkey Tech.” 

 

After attending classes at Cal State Stanislaus, LeRoy joined the California
National Guard in Turlock. At a later date, he was transferred to the 49th
division headquarters in Modesto. During this time, he worked as the staff
sergeant of operations and intelligence. He was honorably discharged after 6
years. 

During his school years he worked at Patterson Frozen Foods, and he
decided after finishing school it was time to find a permanent career. Banking
was his choice. LeRoy worked as a bank teller at United California Bank and
was promoted to the lending section where he quickly excelled to the title of
assistant vice president. He worked in the banking industry for 21 years until
he decided to switch careers. This time around he worked in the insurance
field with Allstate Insurance. He worked with Allstate for 17 years. LeRoy was
the first neighborhood agent in Turlock with his own office across from TID.
Through his years with Allstate, he was awarded many trips, awards, and
made many new friends. After his 17 years with Allstate, a career change was
on the horizon. LeRoy started working in real estate with Century 21 M&M and
Associates. As a realtor, he once again enjoyed helping new and past clients. 

 

LeRoy started to slow down from his three hat career in banking, insurance,



and real estate. He enjoyed his “God’s Little 5 Acres” where he raised cattle.
He also had a favorite hobby – antique picking with his favorite partner and
friend, his wife, Dolores. The two were married for many years. Just about
every weekend consisted of their antiquing ritual and was their date time
together. Every Friday and Saturday, when the weather permitted, LeRoy and
Dolores would go to numerous estate and garage sales looking for unique
pieces. After their search, they continued to enjoy each other’s company over
breakfast. Both he and his wife loved this special time together and always
looked forward to it. 

His love of music followed him throughout the years. He participated and
played in Mo-Band, Turlock Music, Cal State Stanislaus Band, Gottschalk
Concert Band, and Hilmar Community Band. In addition to his musical
affiliations, LeRoy was a member of the Knights of Columbus. He was also a
proud member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church where he served as head
usher at the Saturday evening mass for numerous years. 

LeRoy will be deeply missed by so many people. He leaves behind his wife,
daughters, and grandchildren. May he rest in peace and play his peaceful
music for the Almighty. 

On Wednesday, March 27, 2024 a visitation will be held from 9:30 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. at Turlock Funeral Home. At 11:30 a.m., a rosary and funeral mass
will be held at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Following the mass, LeRoy will
be laid to rest at Turlock Memorial Park. 

 

The family invites guests for a reception following the burial at Turlock Funeral
Home, in the Small Chapel. This will be a time to partake in lunch and share
memories of LeRoy Catania.



Cemetery Details

Turlock Memorial Park

575 N. Soderquist Rd.
Turlock, CA 95380
(209) 632-9111
http://turlockmemorialpark.com

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 27. 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM (PT)

Turlock Funeral Home
425 North Soderquist Road
Turlock, CA 95381
(209) 632-9111
https://turlockfuneralhome.com

Recitation of the Rosary

MAR 27. 11:30 AM (PT)

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1200 Lyons Ave
Turlock, CA 95380
(209) 634-8578

http://turlockmemorialpark.com/
https://turlockfuneralhome.com/


Funeral Mass

MAR 27. 12:00 PM (PT)

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1200 Lyons Ave
Turlock, CA 95380
(209) 634-8578

Interment Following Funeral Mass

MAR 27. 1:00 PM (PT)

Turlock Memorial Park
575 N Soderquist Rd
Turlock, CA 95380-3749
(209) 632-9111
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Love, Cousin Greg - March 26, 2024 at 12:04 AM

Love, Cousin Greg purchased the Large Basket
Garden for the family of LeRoy Catania.

REX AND EDITH KLEIN - March 25, 2024 at 12:24 PM

REX AND EDITH KLEIN purchased the Enchant
ed Cottage for the family of LeRoy Catania.

REX AND EDITH KLEIN - March 25, 2024 at 12:24 PM

REX AND EDITH KLEIN planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of LeRoy Catania.

Gilbert E Jasso - March 25, 2024 at 12:15 PM

LeRoy was my insurance agent when I bought my first home and
new car. LeRoy was a gentleman and helped me and my young
family by providing cost effective coverage and always had better
rates than other companies. Good Bless LeRoy and Family. 

 Gilbert Jasso, La Grange CA.

https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Bonnie H - March 25, 2024 at 10:54 AM

I started in the Hilmar Band shortly after LeRoy stopped playing, so
I don't really remember him. However, what I do remember, was
what a great musician LeRoy was! I'm sure God is enjoying LeRoy's
beautiful music in Heaven. I know he will be missed. Prayers for the
family.

Robert and Karen Talloni - March 24, 2024 at 07:32 PM

Robert and Karen Talloni purchased the Beautiful
in Blue for the family of LeRoy Catania.

Sharon Sahlin - March 24, 2024 at 04:45 PM

LeRoy and I were realtors at Century 21 M&M. He used to visit my
office often with a question or two. I used to joke with him that if I
was going to be answering his questions he was not to enter my
office without a notebook. He would always respond with his boyish
smile. LeRoy, you will truly be missed.

https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Olga Weddle - March 24, 2024 at 04:13 PM

I have so many wonderful memories of LeRoy! We played together
in MoBand, Gottschalk Concert Band, Portuguese music, festas and
parades with the Gustine Band and MusiCadets, and so many more
groups. I remember a 10-K run in Modesto where we set up right in
the middle of 9th Street and played jazz (with Karen Dunbar Bucio
and some other fun musicians) for the runners as they went by.
Some of my middle school students remember the MoBand
rehearsal when Cindy and Kathy were getting parts out for the
baritones and LeRoy need a treble clef part... someone clarified
"You mean TROUBLE CLEF?!" (it may have been Keith Baltz)
followed by fun and laughter, and LeRoy just grinned and ate it up.
You just had to love LeRoy, he brought joy to every occasion, every
gig, every rehearsal. He hasn't been as active the last few years,
with his health concerns, but that guy could really light up a room
when he was around. I'm gonna miss him. 

 Olga Klobas Weddle

Carolyn Ahlem - March 23, 2024 at 08:12 PM

I have several years of happy memories of Leroy's rich, beautiful
baritone playing behind me in the Hilmar Community Band. As well
as being a committed band member and a talented musician, Leroy
was a warm, kind human being. I will miss him. Carolyn Ahlem.


