
Ralph John Serpa Sr.
May 16, 1933 - March 31, 2020

Ralph John Serpa Sr. passed away peacefully at home in Turlock on March
31, 2020. 
Ralph was born on May 16, 1933 in Modesto, CA to John and Josephine
(Mendonca) Serpa. He attended Washington Elementary in Turlock and
Gratton School in Denair, until the family finally settled in Hughson, CA, where
Ralph attended Hughson High School and played varsity baseball. 
Ralph married Sara (Culpepper) Serpa on October 8, 1953 in Ceres, CA. He
was drafted into the US Army in 1953, serving 11 months in Korea before
returning to Hughson in December of 1954. Ralph started his milk (can)
transportation company in 1956, changing to milk tankers after 1966. He was
also a successful farmer, growing walnuts, and later almonds beginning in
1967. 
Ralph was an avid member of many organizations, among them a past
President of the Turlock Pentecost Association, a member of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Turlock, a member of YMI, SES, Hilmar Cabrillo Club, the
American Legion Rex Ish Post 88, Merced Elks, the Turlock Moose Lodge and
Cortez Growers Association. He was also a member of the Farm Bureau and
a Blue Diamond Grower. 
Sara and her family wishes to thank all of the friends who called or stopped by
this past year to visit with Ralph. A special note of gratitude to his loving
caregivers Alicia Ruelas, Marie Snell, Karin Siem and the staff at Covenant
Care Hospice who cared for his needs each day at home. 



Ralph was preceded in death by his parents, John and Josephine and his
sister, Elaine Costa. He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Sara Serpa; his
children: Pam Peterson (Mike), Ralph Serpa Jr. (Jane), Brad Serpa (Debi) and
Julie Alvernaz (Steve); his grandchildren: Craig Peterson (Shelbi), Grant
Alvernaz, Adam Serpa (Krista), Katie Nicholson (Andrew), Shelby Avilla
(Trent), Benjamin Serpa (Caitlin), Jared Serpa (Shelli), Jordan Serpa and
Ellen Serpa; and his great-grandchildren: Avery Avilla, Addison Avilla, Claire
Serpa, Finn Nicholson and Lane Serpa. He is also survived by his sister, Edna
Panerra (Frank) and brother, Lloyd Serpa (Janice). 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a private service will be held. The family will
not be seeing any visitors at home during the pandemic. Please call Brad
Serpa at (209) 652-3384 for any questions. 
In honor of Ralph, remembrances may be sent to the Salvation Army or
Hilmar Cabrillo Club.



Cemetery Details

Turlock Memorial Park

575 N. Soderquist Rd.
Turlock, CA 95380
(209) 632-9111
http://turlockmemorialpark.com

http://turlockmemorialpark.com/
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January 28, 2023 at 09:01 AM

Ralph John Serpa Sr.

Kathy Smith - April 08, 2020 at 01:00 PM

Sara our deepest sympathy to you and your family. We will all miss
everything about Ralph. Cherish all the memories as God gives you
strength each day. You are all in our thoughts and prayers. 

  
Sending our Love & Hugs 

 Kathy & Alan Smith

sharon soares - April 07, 2020 at 11:27 PM

My deepest sympathy to Sara and the family! Ralph you hold
special place in my heart! 

 You are truly going to be missed! You were full of laughter, always
ready to have good time! I remember all the good times when I was
growing up as a kid! 

  
With lots of  
 
Walter and Sharon Soares
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Louisa Allen - April 07, 2020 at 11:16 PM

Our condolences to the family of Ralph
Serpa. He left behind a wonderful family and
will be missed by everyone that knew him.
Rest in peace.

 Ron & Louisa Allen

maria D correia - April 07, 2020 at 04:30 PM

Maria D Correia sent a virtual gift in memory of
Ralph John Serpa Sr.

maria D correia - April 07, 2020 at 04:26 PM

Maria D Correia lit a candle in memory of
Ralph John Serpa Sr.

maria D correia - April 07, 2020 at 04:24 PM

I would like to say my sincere condolence to mr ralph serpas family I
have very good memories of ralph he was a good friend to me it
hurts me very bad that ralph is not here im going to miss him he
was a friend to my father ralph will always be in my heart we would
always see ralph at the turlock pentecost festa rest in peace ralph
my good friend


