
Suzanne Lazar
September 20, 1961 - February 3, 2023

Suzanne Marie Lazar, was born at Emanuel Hospital on September 20, 1961
within one minute of her twin brother, Edward, the youngest child of John and
Julia Lazar. 

 

Suzanne grew up north of Turlock on her family's walnut ranch and attended
Keyes Elementary School through the 4th Grade when her family moved to a
home near Crane Park. She was a student at Julien Elementary School,
Brown Junior High School, and Turlock High School. She attended California
State University Stanislaus. 

 

During her youth, she enjoyed playing with her brothers, Michael and John,
and along with Ed always participated in their football, baseball, and
basketball games on the farm. She loved caring for the pets, especially their
cats. She would nurse infant birds when they'd fall from their nest, try to save
chickens if they wandered onto the farm after being dropped from a Foster
Farms truck on the highway, and training and playing with the family dog -- in
those days, named Lassie. She loved roller skating, riding bikes, & making
mud pies. Suzanne was enrolled in ballet for a while and had piano lessons. 

 

On Sundays, the family attended Sunday School at St. Francis Episcopal
Church. Her aunt, Joan Thomas, was instrumental in her spiritual growth
within the church. Suzanne joined the church choir with her aunt and



continued to attend there until her final days. 
 

Sundays also meant Sunday dinner after church at Aunt Joan's, or Oanie, as
she was known. Cousins Nancy and Norman's family always hosted,
especially barbecues in their back yard with swimming in the dough boy pool.
This is where Suzanne learned to swim. 

 

A special treat was when her Uncle Abel's family and daughters, Michelle and
Marlene frequently visited the farm. The same age, the girls and the boys did
what young kids do on a farm, play, get dirty and in trouble with their parents.
Her father ran errands with the kids in the back bed of his red 1950 GMC
when the weather permitted. She loved it! 

 

Summertime was filled with fun in the Turlock sunshine: bible school at the
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, summer school at Cunningham or Crowell
School, and swimming at Columbia pool with her brothers. Julia, Suzanne's
mother, made sure the kids were always active with matinees at the Turlock
Theater, Crane Park playdays, Modesto shopping trips, and visits to their
family in San Francisco many times through the year. Summertime also
brought visitors from San Francisco to Turlock. Turlock was a super special
place in the 1960's and 1970's. Shopping was only available in downtown
Turlock. There was only one movie theater, two bowling alleys and Stanislaus
State was known as Turkey Tech. The family phone system was a dial only
party line system that had to be shared with neighbors where you had to wait
for a clear line to talk. Television had three stations with reception by an
antenna only. 

 

Suzanne loved San Francisco and family there. She was especially fond of
her Aunt Nellie, Cousins Anita, Bobby, Arthur, and Eddie. Suzanne loved
visiting and vacationing in the City. She was always super spoiled by her
relatives. Never tired of going to the zoo on Sloat Blvd., or taking the street car



downtown shopping at the Emporium, or heading to the Ocean Beach in the
fog to run from the waves with her Dad and brothers -it was always fun
entertainment. Aunt Nellie had dinner waiting when they returned. · 

 

Suzanne's Auntie Oanie (Joan Thomas) owned a beauty salon in Turlock
where she enjoyed helping out as a little girl. She visited with the patrons and
helped them get beautified. She liked to look at all the magazines, put her
name of the ones she wanted for herself after new additions arrived. Her
favorite was "Gourmet" magazine, and so began her interest in baking and
cooking. 

 

Suzanne enjoyed high school and was active in sports and extracurricular
activities. Swim team, volleyball, tennis and track to name a few. She was a
spirit leader, loved school rallies, and football and basketball games. She
continued to stay in touch with many of her high school friends and
participated in all the high school reunions, including their recent 40th
Reunion. 

 

The Assyrian American Civic Club of Turlock was a big part of Suzanne's life.
She enjoyed Assyrian Folk Dancing and was a choreographer to their dance
troupe. She was active in their youth group and organized many fundraisers to
establish a new youth center building located across from Donnelly Park. She
developed a profound appreciation for her Assyrian heritage and family history
that continued throughout her life. She later served as a member of the Board
of Directors of the Assyrian American Civic Club. 

 

Suzanne also loved the Stanislaus County Fair. Her cousin, Nancy, hired her
to work in the fair office during her high school years. It turned into a lifetime
affection for the fair. Governor Gray Davis appointed her in the 1990's to serve
as a board member. 

 



Suzanne was also a political dynamo. She was instrumental in the political
campaigns of her brother John, first for a vacant state assembly seat in 1989
and later his campaigns for Turlock City Council and Mayor. Each time she
walked precincts and organized fundraisers. He credits her for his political
success. 

 

Suzanne was the Senior Credentials Analyst for the Stanislaus County Office
of Education. She joined SCOE in 1990 and had planned to retire in April.
Suzanne organized a Teacher Recruitment Job Fair every Spring. 

 

Suzanne is survived by her mother, Julia Lazar. Her brothers, Michael
(Donna), John (Nellie), and Edward (Charmaine). She is preceded in death by
her father, John, and sister, Susan Sophia. Suzanne is also survived by seven
nephews: Michael, Vincent, Nicholas, Andrew, David, Alexander, and
Christopher. She leaves behind many close family, friends, and neighbors.
Among those are her loving cousins, Anita and Robert Eshoo, Nancy
Goodman, Ron Sargis, Marlene Lazar, Michelle Lazar, and Mark Lazar. Very
dear to her was her dog, Lassie, and cat, Mota. 

 

Remembrances may be sent to The Suzanne M. Lazar Memorial Fund,
Legacy Health Endowment, 2881 Geer Road, Ste. A, Turlock, CA 95380 or to
the Turlock Animal Shelter, 244 N Broadway Avenue, Turlock, CA 95380.



Cemetery Details

Turlock Memorial Park

575 N. Soderquist Rd.
Turlock, CA 95380
(209) 632-9111
http://turlockmemorialpark.com

Previous Events

Funeral Service

FEB 13. 2:00 PM (PT)

Turlock Funeral Home
425 North Soderquist Road
Turlock, CA 95381
(209) 632-9111
https://turlockfuneralhome.com

Interment following Funeral Service

FEB 13. 3:00 PM (PT)

Turlock Memorial Park
575 N Soderquist Rd
Turlock, CA 95380-3749
(209) 632-9111

http://turlockmemorialpark.com/
https://turlockfuneralhome.com/
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Patrick Walker - February 15, 2023 at 02:37 PM

Suzanne was a remarkable and kind individual. We made many
great memories at the Stanislaus County Fair both in floriculture
entries and attendance together. I will miss my “sister” Suzanne in
more ways than I can express. She was one of my best friends over
the last 48 years and will be in my mind for as long as I live. Thank
you Suzanne for all your warmth and kindness in making everyone
feel so special.

Ron and Carol David - February 09, 2023 at 09:23 PM

We send sincere condolences to the family. Our thoughts, prayers,
and hearts are with you during this time of loss. Suzanne held a
special place in our lives. Ron and Carol David

February 09, 2023 at 06:12 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Suzanne Lazar.

The Dicky Michael Family - February 09, 2023 at 04:30 PM

The Dicky Michael Family purchased the Divine L
ight for the family of Suzanne Lazar.

https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1451&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1451&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1451&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Cathleen Galgiani - February 09, 2023 at 03:37 PM

I’m so sorry to hear of the passing of such a wonderful woman and
community leader. My heart goes out to her family.

Jim Washburn - February 09, 2023 at 02:45 PM

Extremely sorry to hear of Suzanne's passing. We were classmates
at Turlock High School and always had fond memories of her
kindness and wonderful personality. My deepest sympathies to all
her family.

Melina Brown - February 08, 2023 at 09:43 PM

Rest in peace Suzanne, with much love and
deepest sympathy, Melina Kochoo Brown,
Santina Kochoo Alonzo and families

With much love, Susan Coelho-Mattos - February 08, 2023 at
08:23 PM

With much love, Susan Coelho-Mattos purchased
the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of
Suzanne Lazar.

https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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February 08, 2023 at 08:08 PM

Divine Light was purchased for the family of
Suzanne Lazar.

Alexis Avila-Martin - February 08, 2023 at 07:28 PM

Suzanne was a big sister to me. Every Summer, when my family
was in Turlock, we would spend time at the farm or in Crane park.
Suzanne took me everywhere with her, to friends’ homes, to dance
practice or to the fair. I will never forget her kind manner, her
contagious smile and zest for life. Suzanne was always “game” for
ANYTHING! I will always love her as my sister and miss her always.
To Julie, Mike, John and Edward-I am beyond sorry for your loss!
She was such a bright light in your family and I know she adored all
of you

JL
John Lazar - February 10, 2023 at 01:42 PM

Thank you for such a nice tribute, Alexis. Suzanne loved you. You were
our little sister growing up in Turlock. We love you and all the Avilas!

From Your Gallo Family - February 08, 2023 at 04:34 PM

From Your Gallo Family purchased the Peaceful
White Lilies Basket for the family of Suzanne
Lazar.

https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1451&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1451&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Fatima Machado - February 08, 2023 at 04:01 PM

Fatima Machado lit a candle in memory of
Suzanne Lazar

FM

Fatima Machado - February 08, 2023 at 04:09 PM

Suzanne was a beautiful person inside and out,my deepest
condolences to her family and may God give them comfort during this
difficult time! Fatima Machado

February 08, 2023 at 03:47 PM

Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray was purchased
for the family of Suzanne Lazar.

Allison Powell - February 08, 2023 at 03:21 PM

I remember Suzanne from the older days of the Assyrian Club. She
served on the board and was an amazing dancer. Whether it was
with the Assyrian Dance Troupe or at a party 
her talent shined through ! 
I will miss her beautiful smile. 
 
Allison Powell

https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4325&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4325&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Love-Joanne, Nellie and Emily - February 08, 2023 at 01:47
PM

Love-Joanne, Nellie and Emily purchased the Pin
k Tribute Spray for the family of Suzanne Lazar.

Nellie Adams - February 08, 2023 at 01:28 PM

Nellie Adams lit a candle in memory of
Suzanne Lazar

Toni/Lewis Ruddick - February 08, 2023 at 12:32 PM

Toni/Lewis Ruddick lit a candle in memory of
Suzanne Lazar

February 07, 2023 at 09:24 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Suzanne Lazar.

https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.turlockfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

