Winifred Charlene Gilchrist

November 20, 1926 - September 12, 2016

\

Charlene Zehner Gilchrist died Monday, September 12, at the Covenant
Village Care Center in Turlock. She was 89 years old.

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Mrs. Gilchrist and her husband also raised
their family in the LA area, moving to Turlock upon their retirement.

A lifelong violinist, Mrs. Gilchrist played with the Hollywood Baby Orchestra
when she was a child. She went on to perform for LA radio programs and
numerous motion picture soundtracks in the 1940’s. At the end of WWII she
toured the South Pacific as a member of a female USO orchestra. Other
highlights included the Whittier Symphony and various church groups. Locally
she enjoyed working with the Townsend Opera Players and Modesto
Performing Arts.

Charlene was preceded in death by William “Bill” Gilchrist, her husband of 54
years. Survivors include daughters, Hildy Heath of San Francisco and Laurie
Doerksen of Turlock; granddaughters, Shannon Heath of Denver, Stephanie
Heath of San Francisco and Kate Doerksen Goblirsch of Turlock, and great-
granddaughters, Gabriella and Madeleine DuBois of Denver.

The family would like to thank the staff at Covenant Village Care Center for
their many kindnesses and loving care of Charlene during the time she made
her home there.

Private service and burial will be Friday, September 23, at San Joaquin Valley
National Cemetery.
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Hello, | just ran across this obituary of Charlene Gilchrist. | don't
know if this site is still active but | would like to leave a few thoughts.
| took violin lessons from Mrs. Gilchrist way back in about 1959 to
1961 or so. | remember her with the greatest fondness as an
excellent teacher and as a kind and generous person. | still play
today and hold my violin with my left hand, with thumb underneath,
not around, the neck, just as she taught me over 60 years ago. |
was saddened to hear of her passing and wish | had kept in touch
with her as | grew into adulthood. I'm sure she brought joy into the
lives of everyone she knew. Brian Thiebaux, brian.thiebaux@gmail.
com

BrianThiebaux - April 25, 2022 at 02:13 PM


mailto:brian.thiebaux@gmail.com
mailto:brian.thiebaux@gmail.com

